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THE CONTEST FOR PENSACOLA BAY AND
OTHER GULF PORTS, 1698-1722
by STANLEY FAYE
PART I

John Law’s Mississippi Bubble of speculation began to inflate itself on September 26, 1717, when
Law’s Company of the West made ready to colonize
Louisiana. Yet Law in Paris already knew that
a sandbar had blocked up the one seaport of
Louisiana that he thought suitable for receiving his
transatlantic vessels. Five years later the bubble
persisted only in memory, the bubble-maker lingered
in exile and necessity persuaded light-draft French
shipping to enter the Mississippi river. In the
course of those five years the Company of the West
had searched unavailingly for another deep, suitable
and almost necessary port, and French Louisiana
for that purpose had made unavailing war on
Spanish Pensacola.
Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne de Bienville, not yet nineteen years of age, knew Pensacola bay in January
1699, before he knew Louisiana. Disguised as a
servant to a French officer he went ashore from
his brother Iberville’s squadron and looked upon
the unfinished stockade that during two months
past a force of more than two hundred Spanish subjects from Mexico had raised to debar France from
this prized bay. 1 Therefore Biloxi bay, whose entrance permitted the passage of boats drawing not
1. Pierre Margry, ed., Decouvertes et Etablissements des
Francais. . . . (6 v. ; Paris, 1876-1886). IV. 96-97; Frank to
(the Consejo de Indias?), Feb. 19, Jordan to the king, Nov.
1, 1699, annexed to royal cedula, April 19, 1698, Moctezuma
to the king, Sept. 18, 1698, Archivo General de Indias (Seville),
Audiencia, Mexico, 61-6-22.
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much more than seven French feet 2 of water,
became headquarters during three years for the
new colony that honored with its name the king of
France.
Tampa bay lay too far southeastward to have
interested any Frenchman intending settlement of
the lands through which in 1682 Cavelier de la Salle
had come from the Illinois to the Gulf of Mexico.
Only rowboats could approach the shore of Apalachee bay and mount to the angle formed by the Rio
de Apalache (St. Marks river) and the Rio de
Nordeste (Wakulla river), where stood San Luis
de Apalache (St. Marks, Fla.), St. Augustine’s only
post on the Gulf. 3 Pensacola bay’s first governor
failed in 1700 to take his deep riding vessel on an
inspection tour in the shallow Mobile bay although
he found at what seemed to be the southwestern
entrance 3 brazas of water with only 14 palmos at
the southeast. 4 A Mexican inspector of earlier
years had satisfied himself that Mississippi sound
and its inlets and the Mississippi river mouth “had
no anchorage such that deep draft vessels might
2. “Avis de Mr. hubert sur l’Etablissement de Pensacola, de

celuy de L’Isle aux vaisseaux, et sur l’usage de l’Isle Dauphine,”
Oct. 28, 1719, Archives Nationales (Paris), Colonies,
C13A, 5:294-295, folios 294-294v. Cf. Drouot de Valdeterre,
“Instruction sommaire,” Bibliotheque Nationale (Paris), Collection Moreau, 1311:3-20, f 10v. The French foot had the
value of 32.48 cm. or 1.066 English feet.
3. Vicente Folch, map of San Marcos de Apalache, AGI, Papeles
de Cuba, Legajo 1330: Florida Historical Quarterly, XV
(July, 1936), 7; Arriola to Alburquerque, July 11, annexed
to Alburquerque to the king, Sept. 30, 1704, Mexico, 61-6-22;
Primo de Rivera to Ayala Escovar, April 28, annexed to
Benevides to the king, Aug. 12, 1718, Santo Domingo, 58-1-30.
The mission of San Luis de Talimali, near modern Tallahassee, was also sometimes called San Luis de Apalache; cf.
Florida Historical Quarterly, XVII (April, 1939), 254-280.
4. Junta de Guerra de Indias, minutes, July ( ), 1702, Mexico,
61-6-22. One braza (2 varas, 8 palmos or 6 Spanish feet)
equalled 1.67 meters or 5 feet 6 inches, English measure.
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lie there.” 5 The Spaniards, like the French, knew
nothing of Galveston entrance or of the eleven to
twelve feet of water on its constant bar. 6 The
French in an earlier year had learned too much
about Pass Cavallos and its inconstant bar. St.
Joseph bay indeed offered from 5 to 7 brazas of
depth, 7 but its position was far eastward, though
west of Apalache. Only Pensacola bay seemed to
the French of Biloxi, and to those of Paris, to be
a port bearing potential importance for Louisiana.
Any port opening on the Gulf of Mexico and
capable of receiving warships of even the second
class held importance for Spain. All colonies of
the Spanish empire except Buenos Aires sent their
riches to Europe by way of that Spanish lake. Gold
from the viceroyalty of Peru crossed the Isthmus
of Panama to vessels that, joined with the vessels
from Caracas and Cartagena, sailed northward
through the Yucatan Channel and eastward past
Havana in treasure fleets known as the galeones.
Products from the Philippines, unloaded at Acapulco, crossed the narrow continent to waiting vessels
that, joined with silver-laden ships from Vera
Cruz, sailed eastward past Havana in the convoys
falled the flotas.
England, France and the free Netherlands,
Spain’s rivals on the seas, hungered for Spanish
loot, for Spanish lands of the new world and most
of all for the colonial commerce without which
Spain could no longer remain in Europe a military
nation of the first class. Intrusion of aliens into
5. Report of the fiscal (Martin de Solis y Miranda), Madrid,
Aug. 11, 1690. Archivo General y Publico de la Nacion
(Mexico, D.F.), Historia, v. 298.
6. Ibid.; cf. Alexandra Thompson, “Plano de la Bahia y Puerto
de Galveston. . . . 1828,” University of Texas, MS.: Galveston
City Directory for 1870, page 118 (Rosenberg Library, Galveston, Tex.)
7. Digest of Arriola to Alburquerque, Nov. 15, 1701, in Junta
de Guerra, minutes, July ( ), 1702, Mexico, 61-6-22.
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any unoccupied port of the Gulf would threaten the
existence of the Spanish empire by threatening
Spain’s line of communication with her colonies.
Almost at the end of the eighteenth century Spain
for that reason, as well as for reasons of commerce,
persisted in refusing to cede even a minor port on
the Gulf to the new American republic. Early in
that same century the Spanish king and his statesmen did not cease reminding one another that
danger would exist from the presence there “of the
French or of any other nation.” For the moment,
the Spaniards directed their definite thoughts toward the immediate source of danger, the French.
Rumors of the first Louisiana that Cavelier de
la Salle had established beyond the inconstant but
always shallow bar, Pass Cavallos, of San Bernardo
bay in Texas were confirmed by five survivors of
that colony, 8 and aroused in 1692 a Spanish fear
lest Pensacola bay likewise should “be occupied by
the French in order therefrom to “gain command of
all the regions that are on the banks of the [Mississippi] River.” 9 Acting under successive orders
from his king 10 the viceroy of Mexico in 1698 sent
Andres de Arriola as governor with an armed
force to Pensacola bay, therefrom to hold command
of all the Gulf coast between Florida’s Apalache
port and the unoccupied regions of his viceroyalty.
The viceroy’s new port on that coast held no commercial value for Mexico or for Spain. Unlike
Mobile bay, unlike the Gulf at the Mississippi mouth,
Pensacola bay received the waters of no river large
enough to serve as a highway of trade with Indian
8. Report of the fiscal, Aug. 11, 1690, AGM, Historia, v. 298.
The name San Bernardo was applied to all the waters within
the pass.
9. The king to Galve, June 26, 1692, Mexico, 61-6-21.
10. Consejo de Indias, minutes, Feb. 28, 1694, Mexico, 61-6-21;
Moctezuma to the king, Sept. 18, 1698, Mexico, 61-6-22.
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tribes. Not peltry but pine trees for ships’ spars
formed the only exports from this Mexican dependency. Even after a century of Spanish occupation Pensacola’s intendant could think of no food
except melons that. grew well there, and the governor described his governorship as “a country
that produces nothing. " 11
Arriola and his engineer officer in 1699 reported
Pensacola entrance to be so wide that iron artillery,
even though mounted on both sides of the channel,
could not prevent an enemy squadron from forcing
a passage. What Governor Arriola said of his new
province the Council of the Indies in Madrid already had said of Spain’s other colonial ports in
general. It had informed King Carlos II that only
“a fleet of ten or twelve ships-of-the-line” could
maintain Spanish domination in the Gulf of Mexico
and the nearby waters of North America. 12
On the landward side this new Mexican outpost
could and did, again and again through the years,
withstand siege by Indian bands; yet only a strong
and therefore an even more expensive establishment might long hold out against attack by white
men unless help should arrive from Vera Cruz, 13
or unless Indian allies should aid the Spaniards.
Vera Cruz, like Havana, possessed no naval force
except her coast guard squadron, and at a time when
Pensacola’s need was great this Armada de Barlovento existed, as the viceroy complained, only in
name. 14 The French intruders brought to Biloxi
11. Junta de Guerra, minutes, Dec. 2, 1707, Mexico, 60-5-2;
Morales to Gomez Rombaud, June 1, 1807, AGI, PdeC, Legajo
2356; Folch to Someruelos, Dec. 7, 1808, reservado, PdeC,
Legajo 1565-b.
12. Sarmiento to the king, July 14, 1699, Mexico, 61-6-22; f. 3;
report of the fiscal, Consejo de Indias. Feb. 24, 1700. ff.2-3.
annexed ibid.
13. Cf. Junta de Guerra, minutes, June 18, 1701, Mexico, 61-6-22.
14. Valero to the king, Sept. 23, annexed to same to Elcorobarrutia, Oct. 15, 1719, Mexico, 61-2-1.
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bay ample Canadian experience in the treatment of
Indians, and most tribes of both new colonies,
French and Spanish, learned early to trust the
French. Spanish traders from Pensacola bay began
their acquaintance with the Thome and the Mobilian
tribes by killing an Indian hunter. 15 Within the
next few years the Indian nations near Pensacola
bay had emigrated from within Spanish influence
to live beside their new friends the French.
The French built their first coastal fort within
Biloxi bay, where a channel behind Ship island five
leagues offshore provided them with a port. In
the 30-foot depth of the haven’s broad entrance an
80-gun ship-of-the-line might lie. 16 The 21-foot
depth in the island’s lee offered safe anchorage for
50-gun ships, the largest of those that would compose a squadron of the second class, and no heavier
ships might with confidence cross the 20-foot bar
in the narrow channel of Pensacola entrance except
under the most favorable circumstances of wind
and water. 17 Yet the first official inspector from
Mexico had represented Pensacola bay as capable
of receiving “ships of deep draft," 18 on equality
therefore with the first class port of Havana and
that at Vera Cruz.
Pensacola bay looked inviting on the map. Such
appearance as Bienville called “tinsel that dazzles
at first sight " 19 invited the naval officers who were
15. Sauvole, “Suite de ce13qui s’est passe dans le fort de Biloxy,”
Aug. 4, 1701, ANC, C A, 1:315-322, f. 316.
16. “Carte de la caste du Nouveau Biloxy” (no name; year
1721-1722), BN, GeDD 2987, No. 8817 ; Marigny de Mandeville, “Exacte Description de la Louisiane . . . ", ANC, C13C,
1:346-356v, f. 347v. This memoir is dated as of 1715 by
context, f. 350.
17. “Avis de Mr hubert. . . . ", 294.
18. The king to Galve, June 26, 1692, Mexico, 61-6-21.
19. Bienville to the minister, June 20, 1718. Affaires Etrangeres
(Paris), Memoires et Documents, Amerique, 1:198-215v, f.
202. Subsequent reference will be made as to "Bienville,
Memoire.”
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Bienville’s brothers, Iberville in 1702 and Serigny
in 1719, to regard it with professional admiration. 20
Bienville himself had in view a different port with
a shallower bar for French headquarters when he
wrote of the “great ease . . . . for making ourselves
masters of navigation in the entire Gulf [and] for
stopping all aid that is sent from Europe to Mexico
and the galleons that they send from here to
Europe." 21 In similar words the viceroy of Mexico
had expressed in 1699 a fear of Pensacola bay, as
follows :
“If the French had [fortified] it they could have
sheltered there as many armed vessels as they might
have liked to assemble for attacking those of [our]
coast guard, galleons and flotas, including the ships
serving Caracas, Maracaibo, Campeche, Santiago
de Cuba and Havana. Their prizes would not only
repay the cost of that settlement but would maintain
it and bring to it riches unimaginable. They would
cut off from this viceroyalty and that of Peru the
benefits of reciprocal commerce, which doubtless
would vanish because of the haven provided by that
bay. Attacks could be made from that place in two
days’ time because of the short sailing distance to
the waters of the Dry Tortugas, of Campeche, the
Straits of Florida and all points on the trade routes
from one port to another, without more preparation
than that of maintaining coast guard vessels that
would act as scouts to give them notice." 22
Governor Arriola at the same time had expressed
a different view of the value that occupation of
Pensacola bay alone might hold for Spain. Arriola
had just discovered that Iberville had investigated
20. Cf. Margry, op. cit., IV, 474, 551; 3Serigny to the minister
(Fleurian), June 20, 1719, ANC,
F , 24.109-111v, ff. 110v-111.
Subsequent reference will be made as to “Serigny, Report.”
21. Bienville, Memoire, 203.
22. Sarmiento to the king, July 14, 1699, ff.4v-5, Mexico, 61-6-22.
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Mobile bay and had found there a sheltered anchorage that might serve an intrusive purpose. Sheltered
anchorages likewise might perhaps be found among
the islands guarding entrance to the lagoon later
called Lake Ponchartrain. Though Spain had made
good by two months her claim to Pensacola bay it
seemed that the French had made good their intrusion. The tinsel of Pensacola bay had dazzled the
viceroy, but misgivings for the future occupied the
practical mind of Arriola and the mind of at least
one Spanish statesman in Europe. 23
Spain in Europe had cemented friendship with
Austria by marrying one of its childless king’s sisters to the Austrian emperor. Pensacola bay’s new
fort received in 1698 the name Fort San Carlos de
Austria 24 in honor of that lady’s younger son, Karl,
who it was supposed would soon succeed to the
Spanish throne. Another sister of the king had
travelled north of the Pyrenees mountains to become the queen of King Louis XIV, but France and
Spain maintained nevertheless a state of recurrent
warfare, whether declared or undeclared, throughout the latter part of the seventeenth century. Not
even the English, Spanish Florida’s neighbors on
the north, would have been more unwelcome trespassers than were Iberville’s Frenchmen. These
men in 1699 came to seize and to occupy a part of
the Gulf coast which they regarded as an adjunct of
their own Canada, but which during nearly two centuries past the Spaniards had regarded as an
appanage of the Spanish crown.
Yet in November of 1700, a year of FrancoSpanish peace, the Spanish ambassador in Paris
exclaimed in astonishment, “The Pyrenees are no
more!” This natural phenomenon no less aston23. Report of the fiscal, Consejo de Indias, Feb. 24, 1700, f. 7,
annexed ibid.
24. Arriola to the king, Dec. 1, 1698, Mexico, 61-6-22.
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ished King Louis XIV. For the ambassador had
exclaimed upon learning that Don Carlos, before
taking leave of his warlike life, had bequeathed his
crown, his throne, his kingdom and his empire not
to his nephew Karl of Austria but to his grandnephew Philippe, grandson of the French king and
youngest brother of the prince whose son was some
time to mount the French throne as King Louis XV.
King Louis XIV exacted of his newly Spanish
grandson a renunciation of all claims to the French
succession, but exhorted him nevertheless to “remember that you were born a Frenchman.” Austria
remembered that the Archduke Karl held a senior if
not better claim to the Spanish throne. In the
following year Austria entered with the English into
an eleven-year war against the French “usurper”
of Spain and his French ally.
Preparing against such a war the French ministry sought early in 1701 25 to gain from Spain a cession of Pensacola in order that King Louis XIV
might have a naval base to aid (as Frenchmen
argued) in protecting the Gulf of Mexico from
possible English incursion. 26 Iberville, revisiting
France, promised the government in July that within
two months’ time he could fortify Pensacola bay ;
he announced that even in stormy weather a vessel
drawing 19 feet or more of water might safely enter
there. 27 During four years the Spanish ministry
declined to be frightened by an English “chimera”
of French manufacture and refused repeatedly to
grant the desired cession. 28 Iberville, with his
brother Serigny, made landfall near Pensacola entrance on December 15, 1701, bearing orders to
fortify not Pensacola bay but the Mobile river,
25. Margry, op. cit., IV, 541-542.
26. Cf. ibid., IV, 551.
27. Ibid., IV, 474, 477.
28. Cf. ibid., IV, 553-568.
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where he found only 12 feet of water between
Dauphine (Massacre) island and the shallower bar
over which the river entered Mobile bay. 29
The bay opened between Mobile point on the east
and, on the west, Pointe a Guillory, the eastern tip
of the long, narrow Massacre island, soon to be reOff the seaward shore of
named Dauphine.
Dauphine island the crescent islet or Isle aux
Espagnols held lightly within its arms a 24-foot
anchorage to which large vessels could gain access
only from the west through a crooked channel with
a controlling depth of 15 to 16 feet. The vessels that
linked France to her new colony came during many
years to this offshore haven instead of to Pensacola
bay.
Iberville stopped on his westward voyage to tell
the acting governor of Fort San Carlos that he
brought orders to transfer French colonial headquarters from Biloxi bay to the Mobile river. Upon
colonial protest against this eastward intrusion
Iberville explained on January 3, 1702, that his
orders were “only in the interest of the two
crowns." 30 Upon later protest from the Spanish
court the French court explained that France
“would maintain soldiers at Mobile during the war
because it might be necessary to reinforce Pensacola
in case of attack by the English." 31 With this reason
the Spanish ally necessarily remained content in
wartime, as with Dauphine island and Biloxi bay for
a while Iberville and his successors remained
content.
Despite this rivalry for territory, Mobile and
Pensacola bays maintained personal relations of
29. Ibid., IV, 505. Cf. Bienville, Memoire, 199-199v.
30. Ibid., IV, 576-580 ; Iberville-Martinez correspondence annexed to the archbishop-viceroy (Juan de Ortega Montanez)
to the king, April 12, and annexed also to Junta de Guerra,
minutes, Aug. 1, 1702, Mexico, 61-6-22.
31. Consejo de Indiss, minutes, March 27, 1719, Mexico, 61-6-35.
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friendly character throughout the War of the Spanish Succession. Bienville and Pierre Dugue de
Boisbriant by letters from Mobile, and also Henry
de Tonti in person, warned Fort San Carlos in May,
1704, that 150 leagues distant six Englishmen were
teaching the Anglophile Alibama Indians, enemies
of both Spain and France, how to shoot muskets.
The governor of San Carlos thereupon lent a reinforcement of 30 men to Adjutant Manuel Solano to
help him and his 25 soldiers guard the eight families
of Florida’s San Luis de Apalache against imminent
32
attack from the north. In the summer the fort of
San Luis withstood an attack made by the Englishmen’s pupils, who earlier in the year had destroyed
St. Augustine’s inland missions. Civilian refugees
found sanctuary at Mobile and before the end of the
year Solano withdrew the remnants of his garrison, 33 as did the Mexican commandant at St. Joseph
bay, 34 where the governor of San Carlos after making an inspection in 1701 had established a lookout
post. 35
The colonial protest from Pensacola bay had not
prevented Iberville from transferring his Biloxi
headquarters to a high bank 27 miles up the Mobile
river. The spring flood of 1711 drowned Fort Louis
and the attendant village, and the French officers
32. Arriola to Alburquerque, July 11, and Bienville-Boisbriant
letters, annexed to Alburquerque to the king, Sept. 26, 1704,
Mexico, 61-6-22; Margry, op. cit., IV, 522.
33. Letter (no name), Fort Louis, Sept. 10, 1704, BN, Manuscrits francais, 9097:140-141v, f. 141; Dunbar Rowland and
A. G. Sanders, (eds.) Mississippi Provincial Archives, French
Dominion (3 v. ; Jackson, Miss., 1927-1932), III, 26-27.
34. Bienville, Memoire, 204; report of the fiscal, Jan. 4, annexed to Junta de Guerra, minutes, March 15, 1708. This
file is in disorder ; it begins with Villareal to (the Consejo),
Dec. 3, 1707.
35. Junta de Guerra, minutes, July ( ), 1702, reviewing Arriola
to Sarmiento, Nov. 15, 1701; Alburquerque to the king,
April 20, 1703; Arriola to the viceroy, Nov. 20, annexed to
Alburquerque to the king, Nov. 24, 1703, all in Mexico,
61-6-22.
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removed both village and fort to the modern city
site on the bayside a mile or so below the river’s
mouth, distant from Dauphine island at the bay’s
mouth by some 20 miles of shallow water. 36 Antoine
de Lamothe Cadillac, the new governor of the new
Fort Louis, saw in 1713 that his capital and therefore his colony could not defend themselves against
attack from the sea. He wished to fortify Dauphine
island and to remove thither his headquarters and
its village. 37
Governor Lamothe was looking toward the future,
since war in Europe had ceased. In 1711 the Austrian claimant to the Spanish throne had succeeded
to the Austrian imperial crown. England, though
but recently become with Scotland a united kingdom,
was unwilling to see Spain united with Austria (or
with any other great nation) into a dominating
power, and she brought to an end the War of the
Spanish Succession. Hostilities were suspended in
August, 1712, before Lamothe Cadillac had sailed
from Europe. Both in the Peace of Utrecht, April
11, 1713, and in the following treaty of July 13 between Madrid and London, the Spanish King Felipe
V confirmed his previous renunciation of the
French crown.
Two years and more later, on September 1, 1715,
died King Felipe’s grandfather, King Louis XIV
of France. Of the four grandsons who fifteen years
earlier had been King Louis’ direct heirs only the
youngest survived. That grandson had renounced
remote rights to the French succession in order to
become king of Spain, but now he saw between himself and the French throne only his honor and the
boy prince who was son to Felipe’s late oldest
brother. The king of Spain broke his word and for
36. Margry, op. cit., IV, 506; Rowland and Sanders, op. cit., II,
60-66 ; Bienville Memoire, 199.
37. Rowland and Sanders, op. cit., II, 83.
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the sake of his ambition threatened the peace of
Europe by laying claim to the French crown. Great
Britain, as well as the continent, prepared therefore
for war against Spain. Spain and France prepared
for war even in the colonies.
Both Spain and France had long known England
as an enemy in North America. In the middle of
the seventeenth century Spain had driven French
settlers out of modern Georgia and South Carolina,
but in the course of the years English settlers had
pressed the Spaniards southward. The fortifications of St. Augustine repulsed an attack with which
Carolina sought to begin in North America the
European War of the Spanish Succession. Carolina’s attacks upon the Florida missions in 1704 and
upon Fort San Carlos in years next succeeding were
little more than Indian raids, though made at first
with approval of the English government in
Charleston.
English colonists had attacked French colonials
through aggression upon French commerce with
the Indians. As early as 1687 Albany traders intruded as far northwestward as Lake Huron. Eleven
years later a trader from Carolina found a welcome
in one of the Arkansas Indian villages, and by 1700
the Chickasaw tribes at the head of the Mobile
(Tombigbee) river had become friends of the English. During the years of European warfare many
tribes between the Mississippi and the mountains
took sides, some with the British and some with the
French, until in 1715 they fell into a general war
out of which the Alibama tribes emerged as French
allies. Bienville’s nephew Ste. Helene, going without a French passport into British territory, met
death in these disturbances. 38 A Cherokee band,
13
38. Lamothe Cadillac to the minister, Jan. 2, 1716, ANC, C A,
4 :509-535, f. 522.
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seeking in 1715 to draw the Illinois tribes into
British alliance with Charleston, lost five of its
members to the French allies, the Kaskaskia ; next
year in revenge a Cherokee band killed Bienville’s
nephew, Ensign Dadoncour, heir to the barony of
Longueuil, and a dozen of his companions returning
from the Illinois to Detroit. 39
Without regard to changing enmities and alliances
in Europe, Spain distrusted the British on the Atlantic coast but had little reason yet to fear British
invasion into the Gulf of Mexico. France feared
actively the aggression of British traders and of
Anglophile Indians in all the lands of Canada and
Louisiana. Now the rearrangement of interests in
Europe gave Spain cause to increase her earlier
fear of the French on the coast of the Gulf.
In 1717 Louisiana sent an officer and a dozen
soldiers to garrison the stockade that Red river
traders had built at Natchitoches bordering Spain’s
uninhabited region of Texas. 40 Under dates of
January 11 and February 17 King Felipe ordered
construction of an additional fort at Pensacola entrance. 41 Under dates of January 20 and March 30
the current governor of Fort San Carlos, Gregorio
de Salinas Varona, recommended that his king
should fortify La Salle’s ancient site within San
Bernardo bay “before the French should do so." 42
On March 23 Salinas wrote to tell that the French
were intending to fortify the mouth of the Mississippi. 43 An event of springtime at Dauphine island
led him to glimpse some appearance of truth in the
_________________
39. Ibid., 518; precis of Vaudreuil to the Council of Marine,
Nov. 16, 1716, same to same, Oct. 12, 1717, AKC, C11A,
37 :44-45v, 124 :41-41v.
40. Margry, op. cit., VI, 254.
41. Fernandez Duran to Valero, March 13, 1719, AGM, Historia, v. 298.
42. The king to the viceroy, June 11, 1718, ibid.
43. Salinas Varona to the king, March 23, 1717, Mexico, 61-4-26.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol24/iss3/3

14

Faye: The Contest for Pensacola Bay and other Gulf Ports, 1698-1722, Pa
CONTEST

FOR

PENSACOLA BAY

AND

GULF PORTS 181

rumor that “the French had orders from the Duke
Regent to occupy a port in the Gulf of Mexico even
if armed force should be necessary." 44 Application
of such force would be the duty of Jean-Baptiste
Lemoyne de Bienville, for upon the departure of
Governor Lamothe for Europe and the death a little
later of Lamothe’s successor, Bienville became acting governor of Louisiana by virtue of an appointment as king’s lieutenant. 45
Governor Lamothe had sent out expeditions of
Red river traders led by Louis Juchereau de St.
Denis, an uncle of Madame d’Iberville, to sell
French goods with or without Spanish permission
in the Spanish lands beyond Natchitoches. One of
Louisiana’s last ventures in Lamothe's time was
carried out by two pirogues, manned by French
traders and laden with trade goods, which had gone
along the western coast of the Gulf. These Frenchmen on their return can have given to Lamothe and
Bienville no favorable report on Pass Cavallos, but
news of their voyage induced the viceroy to foresee a
French pincers movement, by land from Natchitoches, by water through Pass Cavallos and the bay
that the French called St. Bernard. Therefore the
viceroy appointed, a governor of Texas, Martin de
Alarcron with a promise of soldiers to come and with
orders to found a mission on the San Antonio river,
which flows into the waters behind the pass. 46 Thus
he hoped to check aggression on the part of
Lemoyne de Bienville.
The Mississippi Bubble
Bienville never had gained the favor of government under King Louis XIV. To some extent he
gained the favor of the child king’s regent, the
44. Consejo de Indias, minutes, March, 27, 1719, Mexico, 61-6-35.
45. Rowland and Sanders, op. cit., III, 215.
46. The king to Valero, June 11, 1718, AGM, Historia, v. 298.
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Duke of Orleans, through the influence of John
Law. That Paris banker had organized in the
spring and summer of 1717 his Company of the
West (known after May 1719, as the Company of
the Indies) to colonize and develop the lands in
which Bienville since 1699 had served his kings. The
Company appointed Bienville and Hubert, the regency’s commissaire-ordonnateur (intendant), as
its first two directors or agents in Louisiana. 47 On
September 20 the regency issued to Bienville the
commission as commandant-general that the Company had asked for him. 48 On September 26 the
Company’s charter was registered in Parlement.
On September 27 the regency put into the Bastille
the home coming Governor Lamothe, since after his
arrival in France on August 29 Lamothe had dared
assert that the colony possessed fewer wonders than
those on the repute and the reputation of which
John Law relied for selling the shares of his Company’s speculative stock. 49
Governor Lamothe had sailed from Dauphine island aboard the Paon (Captain du Sault), a royal
merchant vessel measuring only seventy-eight
(French) feet on the keel and a minimum draft of
nine and one-half feet. Nine years earlier an officer of Fort Louis had several times made soundings in the haven’s narrow entrance channel and
reported having recorded usually a depth of from
nineteen to twenty feet on the entrance bar at the
western end of the Isle aux Espagnols. 50 Currents
47. “Memoire de Charles Legac cy devant Directeur pour la
Compagnie des Indes a La Louisianne,” Aff. Etr., Mem. et
Docts., Amerique, 1:81-129, f. 82. Subsequent reference
will be made as to “Legac, Memoire.” The Boston Public
Library owns a contemporary copy of this document as
revised, with different pagination, for distribution in
manuscript.
48. Rowland and Sanders, op. cit., III, 224-225.
49. Louisiana Historical Quarterly; XXVI (July, 1943), 651-653.
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had since reduced that depth, and Captain du Sault
in March 1717, like Pensacola bay’s first governor
in 1700, found only from fifteen to sixteen feet of
water and a channel so difficult that the Paon ran
aground at one point of it and sprang her seams.
In the haven between the islet and Dauphine island Captain du Sault rode out a 3-day storm late
in April but learned at the storm’s end that the
entrance channel had become completely blocked by
sand. A week of soundings revealed to him a winding channel with a controlling depth of nine and
one-half feet, through which the Paon, without
cargo or ballast, picked her way to sea among the
banks at the islet’s eastern end. 51 The ten to eleven
feet to which this channel in time deepened itself 52
would permit entrance only to the smallest of transatlantic carriers. Captain du Sault’s assurance,
reaching Paris about the first of September, that
he could pilot a 30-gun warship through his tortuous eastern pass did not conceal from John Law
that merchant vessels no longer might find harbor
at Dauphine island.
This misfortune pressed reason upon John Law
to feel in early September greater injury than
might exist in such truths as the walls of the Bastille
a few weeks later forbade Antoine de Lamothe
Cadillac to publish. Law’s Company wrote in its
50. Marigny de Mandeville, “Memoire
sur la colonie de la Louisiane,” April 27, 1709, ANC, C13A, 2:471-480, f. 478.
51. Jean Frederic Bernard (ed.), Relations de la Louisiane et
du Fleuve Mississippi (Amsterdam, 1720), 4, 9; Du Sault
to the Council of Marine, Aug. 29, 1717, ANC, C13C, 2:149150v; [Du Sault], “Ydee ou plan du chenal par Lequel Est
Sorty Le navire La Paix Et le vaisseau du Roy le Pan, du
port de Lile dauphine Le 15me May 1717,” “Carte de L’Isle
Dauphine par le Sr Du Sault Lieut Comandt,le vaisseau du
Roy Le Paon en 1717,” BN, GeDD, 2987, Nos. 8815, 8815-bis.
The former appears to be Du Sault’s own sketch.
52. Cf. Bienville to the Council of Marine, June 12, 1718, in
Rowland and Sanders, op. cit., III, 229; Bienville, Memoire,

203v.
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first order to Bienville that, having lost the port of
Dauphine island, “it was absolutely necessary to
find another one elsewhere." 53
The first vessels carrying Company colonists and
also criminals transported to be soldiers and laborers in Louisiana sailed from France in November
and December, 1717. After the customary three
months’ voyage by way of Cap Francois in French
Haiti they arrived in the roads off Dauphine island,
one on February 9, 1718, and another a month
later. 54 On March 14 a new Mexican governor,
Juan Pedro Matamoros de Ysla, went ashore at
Pensacola bay to succeed Salinas Varona. 55 On
April 4 Captain Joseph Primo de Rivera with
thirty-five cavalrymen and fifteen infantrymen
ended his march from St. Augustine, cleared away
the jungle that covered the ruins of Fort San Luis
and prepared to build on the same site Florida’s
Fort San Marcos de Apalache and to mount upon
its walls three cannon. 56 The second squadron of
French transports, three in all, sailed from France
on May 25. Before their arrival on August 25 57
Bienville had carried out Company orders for aggression in time of peace against the territory of a
foreign power, but only to retire quickly from this
adventure.
The Occupation of St. Joseph Bay
The first Company vessel had brought to Bien53. Bienville, Memoire, 203v.
54. Legac, Memoire, 82v ; Justin Winsor, Narrative and Critical
History of America (8v.; New York, 1889), V, 35.
55. “Extracto de lo acaescido en las entradas y Poblaciones
de Franceses en el Seno Mexicano desde el ano de 1684 hasta
el de 1719,” (Secretaria of the Consejo de Indias, Jan. 12,
1720). Guadalajara, 67-3-28.
56. Ayala Escovar to the king, Feb. 28, Benevides to the king,
Aug. 12, and enclosure: Primo de Rivera to Ayala, April 28,
1718, Santo Domingo, 58-1-30 ; Bienville, Memoire, 210v-211.
57. Legac, Memoire, 84.
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ville not only advice of his new honors, including
the cross of St. Louis, but also Company orders to
occupy St. Joseph bay as a substitute for Dauphine
island. Bienville knew St. Joseph bay to be useless
as a port for Louisiana. He noted that the Company had given him not even a hint of authority
from the Regent for such further invasion of the
Spanish domain. 58 Yet the commandant-general
dared not disobey the first orders given him by his
patron and friend at court. By April 28 Captain
Primo knew at Fort San Marcos that the French
were about to become his neighbors. Soon he was
reporting that on May 12 a French force had occupied St. Joseph bay. 59
Bienville’s younger brother, Lemoyne de Chateaugue, returned to Mobile to report that he had
built on the mainland at the eastern post, just opposite modern St. Joseph point, the stockaded Fort
Crevecoeur with four bastions and had left it garrisoned by a company of fifty men. At the same
time arrived an indignant protest from Matamoros
of Pensacola bay and also a rumor (of origin perhaps in Bienville’s own surmise) that the viceroy
was cherishing similar indignation. “As it once
belonged to the Spaniards,” wrote Bienville of his
conquest, “I doubt not that they will try to oust
us in turn. . . . I see clearly that this leads straight
to rupture." 60 The commandant-general in his distress presented the situation to the colonial council,
which decided with unanimous discretion to burn
58. Bienville, Memoire, 203v-204.
59. Primo de Rivera to Ayala, April 28, Benevides to Fernandez
Duran, Aug. 12, both annexed to Benevides to the king, Aug.
12, 1718, Santo Domingo, 58-1-30.
60. Bienville, Memoire, 204-204v, 215-215v. Cf. Bienville to the
Council of Marine, June 12, 1718, in Rowland and Sanders,
op. cit., III, 228, 229. For name and site of the fort see
“Plan de la Baye de St. Joseph tire par Jean Beranger ce
lr May 1718,” BN, GeDD, 2987, No. 8809.
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Fort Crevecoeur and abandon St. Joseph bay. 61 On
August 20, therefore, Captain Primo could report
to St. Augustine that the French had retired from
their invasion. The governor of St. Augustine
ordered him forthwith to take possession of St.
Joseph bay for Mexico with a guard of one officer
and twelve soldiers of Florida. 62
The Council of the Indies in Madrid assumed on
January 18, 1719, that peace still existed officially
between France and Spain. Yet, considering the
matter of St. Joseph bay, it recommended to King
Felipe that, “in view of this latest news and holding
ever in mind the supreme importance that in the
Gulf of Mexico there shall be no settlements save of
Your Majesty’s subjects,” orders should issue to
the viceroy of Mexico to send troops and otherwise
strengthen the defences of the coast. 63
A few days earlier the king had considered the
same news from St. Augustine and other news from
Mexico. His viceroy had reported in August that
he had ordered Salinas Varona with two fragatas, 64
several smaller craft and eight hundred soldiers to
fortify the coasts of the Gulf. Despite the information received from San Marcos the Council of
the Indies urged the viceroy now to use all possible
resources to expel the French if St. Joseph bay
should remain still in their possession. The king
promised in any case to add Peninsular warships to
support the few small vessels with which Valero
61. Bienville
to the Council of Marine, Sept. 25, 1718, ANC,
C13A, 5:160-166, f. 161v.
62. Consejo de Indias, minutes, Jan. 18, 1719, Santo Domingo,
58-1-24.
63. Ibid.
64. A fragata (frigate) was any warship of the second class,
mounting from 20 to 50 guns, without reference to rigging
or to number of decks. By courtesy the word was applied
also to smaller craft more lightly armed.
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had begun to form a coast guard squadron. 65 The
king already had taken steps toward fulfilling his
promise when he received advice of March 10, 1719,
from Mexico that the viceroy had sent Salinas
Varona to command at St. Joseph bay for Spain. 66
Not only to strengthen Fort San Carlos and the
nearby coast but also to occupy and to fortify San
Bernardo bay of Texas the viceroy had dispatched
Salinas Varona and his soldiers in the spring of
1718. In directing his officer first to Pass Cavallos
he foresaw orders to much the same effect that his
king issued to him in June. 67 If Bienville had
learned that Galveston entrance existed he had little reason to tell the Company of it, but he could
not omit telling of Salinas Varona and his men at
Pass Cavallos. He reported that “their enterprise
at St. Bernard’s bay, of which I should not have
failed to take possession if I had not been better
acquainted with it than they, caused the wreck of
two vessels that had come to lay the foundations
of a fort, but, having found only six feet of water
on the bar, they were constrained to retire." 68
Bienville may well have hoped that his tale of
Spanish failure at Pass Cavallos would divert the
thought of the Company from the western coast
of the Gulf. To the port that had been La Salle’s
port would apply equally well the principal objection that Bienville voiced against St. Joseph bayits great distance. 69 Informing the French Council
of Marine in June that he had obeyed the Company’s
order concerning St. Joseph bay he had written of
Ship island at Biloxi bay as a port suitable in sub65. Fernandez Duran to Valero, Jan. 12, 1719, AGM, Historia,
v.298.
66. The king to Valero, Nov. 1, 1719, ibid.
67. The king to the viceroy, June 11, 1718, AGM, Historia, v.298.
68. Bienville
to the Council of Marine, Sept. 25, 1718, ANC,
C13A 5:163-163v.
69. Ibid., 161v-162 ; Bienville, Memoire, 204v.

Published by STARS, 1945

21

188

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 24 [1945], No. 3, Art. 3
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

stitution for the vanished haven of Dauphine island. 70 Three months later he wrote with brief
politeness of Pensacola bay 71 in addressing the minister of the Marine, whose views on that Spanish
subject would be colored, it might well be assumed,
by the four-year negotiation earlier in the century.
In the memoir wherein he, described for the minister his hopes for Louisiana’s future Bienville
stated and developed the idea that, as his words
show, long had occupied his mind.
“The foundation of it all, Monseigneur,” Bienville wrote, “is to have a suitable and permanent
port.” Only the bar, one hundred paces in width,
that choked the Mississippi river’s east pass separated deep water of the river from deep water of the
Gulf. Let that barrier once be pierced by the art
of the king’s engineers, and vessels of the deepest
draft might sail up a hundred leagues into the
French colony. 72 In such case Pensacola bay would
relegate itself to no more than political consideration. One hundred paces of hard river bottom held in
the estimation of Louisiana’s commandant-general
more importance than was held there by Pensacola
entrance, far more than was held there by Pass
Cavallos.
The Fight for Pensacola Bay
Failure at Pass Cavallos remained fresh in the
mind of Salinas Varona when on August 2, 1718,
Great Britain, France and Austria made ready for
war against Spain by signing the treaty, so-called,
of the Quadruple Alliance. In that same August
Admiral Byng destroyed the Spanish Mediterranean fleet. In September Spain began reprisals on
British shipping. Early in December Great Britain
70. Rowland and Sanders, op. cit.; III, 228.
71. Bienville, Memoire, 204v.
72. Ibid., 203v.
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declared war against Spain. The French declaration did not become official until January 10, 1719,
but a Company order of January 7 anticipated it.
The Company had intended to transfer its headquarters from Dauphine island and Mobile to Ship
island and Biloxi bay 73 and had sent a director,
Legac, to reside at the new port, but now the tinsel
of Pensacola bay dazzled John Law and his associates and lured them to seize upon the day of war.
Their order of January 7 directed the officers of
Mobile bay to make a conquest of Pensacola bay
and to transfer thither Company headquarters. 74 On
January 15 the Council of Marine made an announcement, which Bienville received on April 19
with the Company order, that a state of war existed
between Spain and, on the other hand, France and
Great Britain. 75 On January 30 the Spanish ministry made an announcement, which the viceroy received by July 13, that France had declared war
against Spain. 76
The European powers were prepared for war-.
fare; not so their colonies. Only three hundred
seventy persons composed the Spanish settlement
of Pensacola bay. Of these the governor, officers
and garrison of Fort San Carlos at full strength
accounted for 307, 77 of whom one-third were colored
criminals assigned to labor as engineer troops. 78
73. Legac, Memoire, 86-86v.
74. Ibid., 8913 ; Bienville to the Council of Marine, Oct. 20, 1719.
ANC; C A, 5:274-281, ff. 274-274-v. Subsequent reference will
be made as to “Bienville, Report.”
75. Cf. the Council of Marine to Bienville, Jan. 15, 1719, ANC,
B, 41:611; Bienville, Report, 274 ; Legac, Memoire, 87-87v.
76. Fernandez Duran to Valero, Jan. 30, 1719, AGM, Historia,
v. 298.
77. Cf. Serigny. Report, 110v ; Junta de Guerra, minutes, Jan.
25, 1716, Mexico, 60-5-3, list of Spanish officers annexed to
Elcorobarrutia to the king, Feb. 17, 1720, Indiferente General
de Nueva Espana, 136-4-6.
78. Digest of report of Matamoros de Ysla in “Extracto de lo
acaescido,” Jan. 12, 1720, Guadalajara, 67-3-28.
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The Spaniards enjoyed the support of no Indian
allies. Defending them during twenty years past,
the walls (sand revetted with pine logs) of their
square Fort San Carlos and its four bastions had
constantly crumbled. 79 No outworks protected San
Carlos, although Indian besiegers had proved in
previous years how dangerously the dunes dominated it. Governor Matamoros found on his arrival in 1718 that of his fort’s twenty-eight iron
cannon nine were grounded because their carriages
were broken. 80 Early in 1717 Salinas Varona had
proposed the building of “a redoubt or fort large
enough for fifty men, which can mount eight pieces
of artillery of 18- and 24-pound rating” on the opposite side of the entrance channel in order that
the fires of the two forts might seem to cross, and
on June 20, 1718, the viceroy had reported obedience to the king’s orders of the previous years to
build such a redoubt. 81
Louisiana in population and in military strength
far excelled Fort San Carlos, though its great extent prevented the assembling of its men on short
notice. When John Law’s Company assumed administration of the colony the entire white population below the Illinois country consisted of about
400 persons, including officers and clerks and the
garrisons of the six military posts, three on the Mississippi banks and three on Mobile bay and its river.
Since that time two Company squadrons had brought
nearly 1,000 troops and colonists, some free and
some indentured, and two other squadrons leaving
France in the spring of 1718 carried passengers to
79. Ibid.; Frank to the king. Jan. 13, 1700, in first testimonio
annexed to royal cedula, April 19, 1698, Mexico, 61-6-22;
Serigny; Report, 110v.
80. Ibid.; Junta de Guerra, minutes, Jan. 25, 1716, Mexico,
60-5-3.
81. “Extracto de lo acaescido,” cited above; Fernandez Duran
to Valero, March 13, 1719, AGM, Historia, v. 298.
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increase the total by more than five hundred. Many
of the new troops, however, were of the poorest
quality, recaptured deserters transported to the
colony in punishment for their crime and Parisians
mentally incapable of more than the petty offences
that caused them likewise to be transported for
life. 82
About twenty families formed the village of
Mobile and occupied the dwellings among the fifty
or sixty buildings that clustered about the decaying
stockade they called Fort Louis. 83 The thirty
families looking out toward the Isle aux Espagnols
from the village of Dauphine island trusted for protection to the waters of the Gulf and to the ruins
of a battery in which as late as 1715 the guns lay
unmounted. 84 But within short distances from
Mobile bay lived friendly Indian nations ready to
aid their friend Bienville with the strength of hundreds of warriors.
To Dauphine island the Company ships brought
troops and colonists far beyond the colony’s ability
to provide with food. The scarcity of small boats
for carrying newcomers along the coast or through
the lakes and up the Mississippi forced many to
remain on the island. Famine was hurrying into
prospect when on March 17 the Company vessel
Philippe (Captain Dehourse) 85 of twenty guns 86
anchored in the roads with nearly two hundred passengers, including a new Company director, Larcebaud, and a small supply of provisions. 87 On April
82. Legac, Memoire, 82-87v ; Bienville, Report, 276v.
83. Ibid., 82v ; Bienville, Memoire, 199.
84. Ibid., 82-82v; Bienville, Memoire, 199 ; Marigny de Mandeville, “Exacte Description.” 346v, 347.
85. [Hubert], “Relation de ce qui sest passe
depuis la reprise
de Pensacola par les Espagnols,” ANC, C13A, 5:303-314, f. 305.
Subsequent reference will be made as to “Hubert, Relation.”
86. Legac, Memoire, 87v, 93v.
87. Ibid., 86v.
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19 appeared the 20-gun Company vessels 88 Comte
de Toulouse (Captain Mechin) and Marechal de
Villars (Captain the Chevalier des Grieux). 89 They
brought provisions, nearly four hundred passengers
and Bienville’s elder brother, Lemoyne de Serigny,
as squadron commander and also as first commandant-general, superior to Bienville. 90 Serigny
bore news that France had declared war upon
Spain. 91 He bore Company orders of January 7
to occupy Pensacola bay and as said above, to transfer thither the headquarters of Louisiana’s business
and government. 92
Bienville came from Mobile next day to Dauphine
island, where the two commandants-general held
conference with the three directors, Hubert, Legac
and Larcebaud. While King Felipe in Madrid was
repeating orders to his viceroy to occupy St. Joseph
bay and to build “if it should be necessary” the
fort that he had previously ordered for La Salle’s
old site in San Bernardo bay, 93 the French of Mobile
began to act against colonial Spain. Planning
against the Spaniards of Texas, they dispatched
a messenger to warn Francois Blondel de la Tour,
the lieutenant commanding at Natchitoches, that
France and Spain were at war. On May 12 Lemoyne
de Chateaugue set out from Mobile for Pensacola
bay with sixty soldiers and three hundred or four
hundred Indians.
Next morning Lemoyne de
Serigny and Larcebaud with the three armed vessels and two hundred soldiers and volunteers, and
Lemoyne de Bienville with eighty white men aboard
88. Cf. ibid., 87v.
89. Bienville, Report, 274-274v.
90. Legac, Memoire, 87-87v; Rowland and Sanders, op. cit., III, 230-232.
91. The Council of Marine to Bienville, Jan. 15, 1719, ANC, B,
41 :611 ; Bienville, Report, 274; Serigny, Report, 109v.
92. Legac, Memoire, 87v. 89.
93. The king to Valero, April 22, 1719, AGM, Historia, v. 298.
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four open boats, were off on their eastward voyage.
A seagoing ketch carried munitions. A sailing
barge and a rowboat laden with provisions were
bound to the mouth of the Perdido, to await there
the coming of Chateaugue. 94
The first night, under cover of darkness, Bienville’s boats passed Pensacola entrance and
reached land on the gulfside of Santa Rosa island,
the western end of which (Point Siguenza) forms
the eastern shore of the pass. Two years earlier
Salinas Varona had begged for a redoubt on Point
Siguenza suitable for eight heavy guns and fifty
men. The viceroy under royal orders had caused
to be built only a battery armed with three 12pounders, and Governor Matamoros maintained
there a guard of no more than twenty. 95 Bienville
not only captured by surprise the battery and the
guard, but captured also the relief of twenty men
who arrived next morning, as usual, from Fort San
Carlos, a mile and a half distant beyond the
entrance. 96
That morning (and the next day as well) the wind
did not permit Serigny to bring his squadron in,
and Bienville’s Frenchmen found themselves in a
trap exposed to attack by Matamoros and his superior force. Bienville ordered the three cannon
to be spiked, and he withdrew his company and his
prisoners to the shelter of his brother’s vessels.
Chateaugue’s difficulties with his sixty French and
several hundred Indians delayed the arrival of
those auxiliaries until after the French flag had
risen above San Carlos.
94. Legac, Memoire, 87v-88; Bienville, Report, 274v ; Serigny,
Report, 109v. The text follows Legac and Bienville for
dates; it follows Serigny only for numbers of troops, since
Serigny falsified the time element in his report.
95. Serigny, Report, 110.
96. Legac, Memoire, 88.
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Serigny brought the flag into Pensacola bay the
morning of May 17. 97 The “29 guns” 98 of the fort
and the sixty guns of the squadron exchanged many
shots as a prelude to negotiation. The French from
within the bay took possession of the dunes that
dominated Fort San Carlos. Matamoros, protesting that France and Spain were not at war, had
no choice but to surrender without conditions before noon of the following day. The inventory that
Larcebaud immediately made revealed a scarcity of
provisions and a complete lack of money. Chateaugue, arriving one day later after a 6-day journey
that he should have made within three days, succeeded to command of San Carlos, and Larcebaud
established himself in Louisiana’s new capital as
resident director for the Company of the Indies.
Learning that St. Joseph bay harbored three
Spanish vessels Serigny sailed on May 21 for Salinas Varona’s port, but the Spanish craft fled and
without entering the bay or surveying the coast of
Apalache, farther toward the east, Serigny went
back to Pensacola. 99 There both he and Bienville
knew that their conquest remained good only if reinforcements should reach them from France before the Spaniards might find means for an expedition against them. 100 In order not to increase the
military strength of Cuba the two French commandants-general and the three directors in conference at Dauphine island had come to agreement
that all prospective prisoners should be carried to
France. The scarcity of provisions at Pensacola,
the scanty supply aboard Serigny’s squadron and
97. Legac, Memoire, 88. Serigny, Report, 110, makes an ambiguous suggestion of May 14, apparently in order to protect
his two brothers from censure.
98. Serigny, Report, 110v.
99. Ibid., 111.
100. Ibid., 111; Bienville, Report, 274v.
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perhaps other considerations persuaded the two
commandants to decide now upon putting the
Spaniards aboard the Company vessels and conducting them under a flag of truce to Havana,
whence the Comte de Toulouse and the Marechal de
Villars would pursue their voyage to France. Matamoros had no choice but to accept in the articles of
surrender the provision “that the two nations
should not commit one against the other any act of
hostility within one week after the departure of the
French vessels from Havana." 101 On June 26
Serigny sent the laden vessels out. 102
Thus the two brothers Lemoyne began Louisiana’s
war against Mexico.
101. Hubert, Relation, 306.
102. Serigny, Report, 110v-111v; Bienville, Report, 274.

(To be concluded in the next number)
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